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Quarterly Update 
• The EHC announces new partnerships 

with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
Chesapeake Bay Trust, and 
Constellation Energy 

• Angela Hedderick paints a rendering of 
the early 1800s plantation at Evergreen. 

• The EHC and its partners unveil the 
greenest little Òouthouse" in Western 
Maryland. 

 

Evergreen Heritage Center Foundation Announces new Partnerships 

The Evergreen Heritage Center (EHC) Foundation is pleased to 
announce three new partnerships that will enable area children, 
youth, and educators to better understand the relationship between 
Western Watersheds and the Chesapeake Bay.  Beginning this 
summer and continuing on through the fall, supported by services 
and funding from its new partners, the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation (CBF), the Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT), and 
Constellation Energy; the EHC Foundation will be sponsoring an 
education program that focuses on the issue of water runoff and 
restoration through the creation of a large rain garden.  The 
program begins in late July with a week-long professional 
development course for Western Maryland educators and student 
teachers, conducted by the CBF and funded by the CBF and the 
CBT.  The program also includes summer and fall full-day field 
trips with hands-on watershed activities that culminate in a rain 
garden restoration project.  The program is planned to serve over 
600 children from local middle schools as well as Head Start, 
YMCA, and Juvenile Services programs.  For more information, 
contact Elaine Raesly, EHC Environmental Education Program 
Manager at Elaine@evergreenheritagecenter.org or 301-876-7188. 
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NOTES FROM EVERGREEN  SPRING 2011 

The Federal Hill Plantation 
 
The Story:  The location is Federal Hill and the time is late summer circa 1830.   The Missus is coming out of 
the summer kitchen holding quite a heavy kettle of peach butter, a delicacy similar to apple butter but even better. 
The cow in the foreground is a Guernsey. She has been out grazing and it is time for her to be put back in the lot 
by the barn. As the boy calls out to her she lays her ears back, deciding if sheÕs going to be cooperative or not. 
With Guernsey, Ônot cooperativeÕ is always a possibility. 

The chickens are Silver Spangled Hamburgs, a heritage breed. The roof of the coop is the roosterÕs favorite place 
to keep an eye on things. There is one missing shingle on the coop, and the Missus had mentioned this to the 
Mister several times. The concept of the ÔHoney-doÕ list is as old as humanity. 

The garden for spring greens beyond the outhouse has been resown with a second crop of frost-resistant greens for 
fall. The garden at the far left has cabbages and pole beans, and the potatoes are above that. 

The small building behind and above the summer kitchen is the smokehouse. It has no chimney, since the smoke 
is needed to cure the meat, but there is a smudge of smoke escaping from the rear. It will soon be hung full of 
hams, bacon, sides of venison, and other good things when the cold weather sets in. 

The above story describes the scene shown below.  This painting, by local artist Angela Hedderick , 
depicts the plantation at Federal Hill in Allegany County circa 1830, now known as the Evergreen 
Museum.  The plantation manor was created by adding on to the original Federal Hill house, a 1 !  
story log/frame cabin, built at the site in the 1780s.  After the plantation was sold in 1869, it was 
further renovated to create a large Victorian farmhouse, now painted white, where visitors may see 
how the house evolved from a cabin to a plantation to a large six bedroom Victorian house with its 
distinctive castle turret.  This painting, which was commissioned by the Evergreen Heritage Center 
Foundation and funded in part by the Allegany Arts Council and the Council of the Alleghenies, is 
on display at the Museum.  Print copies are also available for purchase by contacting the Foundation 
at foundation@evergreenheritagecenter.org. 
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NOTES FROM EVERGREEN  SPRING 2011 

The Greenest little Outhouse in Western Maryland 
This spring, the Evergreen Heritage Center (EHC) Foundation, in 
partnership with the Appalachian Regional Commission, 
Frostburg State University (FSU), the FSU Foundation, and the 
Maryland Department of Juvenile Services, worked together to 
create a new ÒgreenÓ restroom facility at the Evergreen Heritage 
Center.  The purpose of the project was to not only provide 
additional restroom facilities for the growing number of EHC 
students and visitors, but to build an accessible facility that would 
showcase best environmental and educational practices.  The 
partners chose to structure the project so that it would provide a 
learning experience for students participating in the design and 
landscaping of the facility, green job skills for adjudicated youth who 
helped assemble the facility, and educational materials explaining 
the facilityÕs ÒgreenÓ technology to all audiences visiting the  EHC. 

The facility design that was selected includes two self-contained composting toilets, each in a 
separate room.  Unlike a conventional outhouse that allows waste to seep into the ground, the 
composting toilet facility contains the waste in a large composter base where decomposition 
occurs.   The composting process converts human waste into a safe, odor-free compost and liquid 
fertilizer for beneficial use at the EHC.  After five years of operation, each restroom is anticipated 
to generate about four bushels of compost per year, which can be used as a soil amendment in 
lawns or landscaping.  Maintenance includes adding one gallon of pine shavings to the toilets 
weekly.  Solar-powered ventilation fans and pine shavings keep the decomposition process aerobic 
(with oxygen) and prevent odors.   

The solar panels used for the restrooms are mounted on a platform adjacent to the building.  This 
unique setup allows students and visitors to view the panels and learn more about their operation.  
Each solar panel generates 80 watts of power during daylight and also recharges a battery for non-
daylight hours. 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new facility was held on May 19th, attended by the project 
partners as well as representatives for Senators Mikulski and Cardin, who supported this unique 
project. 

Interpretive signs explain the sustainable features of our restroom as compared to the resources 
used in a typical restroom. We invite you to try out our newest facility for yourself! 

 

Outside and inside the new composting toilet facility. 

Ribbon-cutting event on May 19th 
with our project partners. 



 

 

Our secluded location eliminates distractions, yet is a short drive 
away.  We are just outside Mount Savage, only 15 minutes from 
Frostburg and Cumberland.  Our facility can accommodate your 
meeting or event for up to 50 people.  Guests may enjoy tours of 
the historic Evergreen Museum, barn, and walking trail.  
Catering services are available upon request.   

For more information, contact Janice Keene at 

301-687-0664 or janicekeene@evergreenheritagecenter.org. 

 

Looking for a new venue? 

SPRING 2011 NOTES FROM EVERGREEN  

EVERGREEN H ERITAGE CENTER  
15603 Trimble Road NW  
Mount Savage, MD 21545 
 
EVERGREEN H ERITAGE CENTER 
FOUNDATION  
101 Braddock Heights 
Frostburg, MD 21532  
301-687-0664 (office) 
703-326-0425 (cell) 

2011 OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE  
 

Join us for special themed programs on the following Sundays from 
1-4pm.  Programs begin at 1pm and tours are available until 4pm.  
 
June 12:  Green Restrooms: Solar Power and Composting at 

Work.  Experience our new green facility, learn about the 
substantial water savings, and see first-hand how to create a home 
composting bin. 

July 17th:  Seeing the Forest and the Trees.  Learn and practice 
identifying tree species using a simple key, tour stages of forest 
growth, and see an amazing array of everyday products made 
from trees. 

August 21:  Herbs in History.  Learn about medicinal and culinary 
herbs and wild plants used historically at the EHC and how to 
create your own kitchen herb garden.  Herb samples will be 
available! 

September 18:  Discovering the Evergreen Coal Trail .  Travel back 
in time on the Evergreen Coal Trail to learn how coal was mined 
at the EHC 100 years ago.  Discover the tram-way used to haul 
coal from the deep mines and the remnants of the minersÕ stable, 
blacksmithÕs forge and repair shop for the steam engine. 

October 16:  The Evergreen Rain Garden.  Discover rain gardens 
and the important role they play in reducing water runoff and 
providing habitat.  Learn how to create your own rain garden 
using low-maintenance native plants. 

Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children under 12.  
For more informat ion, please contact us at 301-687-0664 or 
foundation@evergreenheritagecenter.org. 


