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Quarterly Update 
¥ The EHC announces its Spring 2011 

season schedule (see below). 
¥ A new map provides insight into early 

settlement on Federal Hill (see page 2). 
¥ Forest Stewardship protects resources 

and provides a learning opportunity (see 
page 3). 

¥ The EHC Foundation announces its 
spring environmental education 
program (see page 3). 

Evergreen Heritage Center 2011 Season Schedule 
The Evergreen Heritage Center 2011 Season will begin this May with a series of Theme Programs created for 
adults and children of all ages. Each program will be held on a Sunday from 1pm to 4pm, with programs 
beginning at 1pm and tours lasting until 4pm.  Topics include the history of the region as well as best practices in 
environmental conservation: 
 
May 15:  The Settlement of Allegany CountyÕs Federal Hill.  View an art exhibition that includes renderings of 

the pre-Revolutionary War Federal Hill cabin and the plantation that evolved in the early 1800s.  Learn the 
story of the five families that settled Federal Hill by touring the historic house and barn. 

June 12:  Green Restrooms: Solar Power and Composting at Work.  Experience our new green facility, learn 
about the substantial water savings, and see first-hand how to create a home composting bin. 

July 17th:  Seeing the Forest and the Trees.  Learn and practice identifying tree species using a simple key, tour 
stages of forest growth, and see an amazing array of everyday products 
made from trees. 

August 21:  Herbs in History.  Learn about medicinal and culinary herbs 
and wild plants used historically at the EHC and how to create your 
own kitchen herb garden.  Herb samples will be available! 

September 18:  Discovering the Evergreen Coal Trail .  Travel back in 
time on the Evergreen Coal Trail to learn how coal was mined at the 
EHC 100 years ago.  Discover the tram-way used to haul coal from the 
deep mines and the remnants of the minersÕ stable, blacksmithÕs forge 
and repair shop for the steam engine. 

October 16:  The Evergreen Rain Garden.  Discover rain gardens and the 
important role they play in reducing water runoff and providing habitat.  
Learn how to create your own rain garden using low-maintenance 
native plants. 

Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children under 12.  
For more informat ion, please contact us at 301-687-0664 or 
foundation@evergreenheritagecenter.org. 
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Tale of Two Maps 
A newly digitized map shows historic military lots in the Federal Hill area.  

A unique perspective of early settlement 
Late in 2009, Donald Keene, a descendant of the Trimble family that helped settle ÒFederal HillÓ where 
the Evergreen Heritage Center (EHC) is located today, began a research project that eventually took over a 
year to complete. Donald set out to plot the Òmetes and boundsÓ (boundary lines) of the original Federal 
Hill military lots, verifying the boundaries of the lots in which the EHC was built as well as those in the 
neighboring towns of Mount Savage, Barrelville, Eckhart, and Frostburg. During this major drafting 
project, Donald discovered some of the inaccuracies of the original survey of the lots performed by Francis 
Deakins and his survey in 1787. Military lots, fifty acre plots of land in Allegany and Garrett counties, 
were defined in response to a 1783 Maryland edict to award lots to soldiers who fought in the 
Revolutionary War. Since by 1787 when the lots were being awarded, many local pioneers had already 
settled in the region, particularly in Allegany County, settlers were also allowed to purchase lots where 
they had already staked a claim. 

After completing this mapping project which provided a new unique perspective of early settlement of the 
region, the EHC Foundation approached Dr. Fritz Kessler of the Frostburg State University (FSU) 
Geography Department to determine if FSU students would be interested in creating a digitized version of 
the map that could be used for research and also displayed at both the FSU Lewis J. Ort and the EHC 
Learning Center. 

The map on the left below is Donald KeeneÕs original map.  The map on the right was created by FSU geography student Matt 
Sloan. Both maps also contain current day landmarks e.g. Route 36, Route 40, and the Western Maryland Railroad for reference. 
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Forest Stewardship 
Sustainable management of our resources 
Did you know that 90% of MarylandÕs forested land is 
privately owned?  The Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Forest Service provides technical 
assistance and forest stewardship plans for landowners. 
The goal of a forest stewardship plan is to provide the 
landowner with a long-term plan for forest management 
that considers current forest conditions and the needs of 
the owner.  A stewardship plan also opens the door to 
state and federal cost-share programs for forest 
improvement. 

 The Evergreen Heritage Center contains 115 acres of 
forest that have been managed per Maryland forestry 
guidelines since 1949.  In 1984, the EHC adopted a Forest 
Conservation Management Agreement, and just two years 
later received an award for Tree Farm of the Year.  In 
2000, the EHCÕs first Forest Stewardship Plan was 
created. 

In preparation for our new 2014 Forest Stewardship Plan, 
the DNR is working with students from Allegany College 
and Frostburg State University to collect forest data.  The 
data will also become available for ecological study and 
research.   

Environmental Education: Spring 2011 

The aerial view of the EHC (above) shows 
numbered plots established by the DNR to 

organize the collection of forest data. 

Socrates said, ÒWisdom begins in wonder.Ó  At the EHC, we believe that students 
deserve the opportunity to wonder about our natural world and experience it first-
hand in a participatory way.  Our activities draw on award-winning curricula such 
as Project Learning Tree and the enthusiasm of pre-service teachers and college 
students, all supervised by our environmental education specialist.  We have 
integrated the principles of scientific inquiry and the guidelines of the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education Coalition and the 
Maryland Partnership for Children in Nature.   

But where would we be without fun?  Children learn through play and being active.  
In one EHC activity, students are trees, standing in place while trying to gather their 
water, sunlight, and nutrients to survive.  In another, each student is a drop of water, 
literally running downhill to find the path of runoff and the sediment or pollution the 
water might collect along the way.  They create miniature watersheds in paint trays 
using clay and wetland Òsponges,Ó then allow miniature storms from spray bottles 
to rain down so they may observe runoff, erosion, and the benefits of vegetation.  
They use real scientific tools, including hand lenses, water testing kits, insect nets, 
and more to collect real and valuable data that can be shared with their peers.   

This spring, we are excited to welcome nearly 300 students from our partners 
Allegany County Public Schools, HRDC Head Start, and the Maryland 
Department of Juvenile Services to the EHC for scientific inquiry and fun.  Please 
feel free to contact Elaine Raesly with any questions about our education 
programs:  elaine@evergreenheritagecenter.org. 



 

 

Our secluded location eliminates distractions, yet is a short drive 
away.  We are just outside Mount Savage, only 15 minutes from 
Frostburg and Cumberland.  Our green facility can 
accommodate your meeting or event for up to 50 people.  Guests 
may enjoy tours of the historic Evergreen Museum, barn, and 
walking trail.  Catering services are available upon request.   

For more information, contact Janice Keene at 

301-687-0664 or janicekeene@evergreenheritagecenter.org. 

 

Looking for a new venue? 

SPRING 2011 NOTES FROM EVERGREEN  

Twan Leenders 2003 

EVERGREEN HERITAGE CENTER 
15603 Trimble Road NW  
Mount Savage, MD 21545 
 
EVERGREEN HERITAGE CENTER FOUNDATION  
101 Braddock Heights 
Frostburg, MD 21532  
301-687-0664 (office) 
703-326-0425 (cell) 
foundation@evergreenheritagecenter.org 

Did you know there are 16 species of frogs in Maryland?  
Did you know that each has a unique call?  Come visit us 
and discover which ones live at Evergreen! 

2011 M USEUM SCHEDULE  
 
Special themed programs on the following Sundays from  
1-4pm.  Program details on page 1 and our website. 
 
May 15:  The Settlement of Allegany CountyÕs Federal Hill 
June 12:  Green Restrooms: Solar Power & Composting 
July 17th:  Seeing the Forest and the Trees 
August 21:  Herbs in History 
September 18:  Discovering the Evergreen Coal Trail 
October 16:  The Evergreen Rain Garden 
 
Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children under 12. 


